
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R O A D M A P T O C A R B O N Z E R O 



 

Tatton Estate is one of the largest landowners in Cheshire East, compromising over 5000 acres, 

400 residential and commercial properties. 

 
It contains a number of sites of Special Scientific interest including Rostherne Mere, with the western part 

of the Estate having additional heritage environmental designations. 
 
 

The vision of the Estate is to maximise 
social, economic and environmental 
impact. 

 
As long-term stewards and custodians of 
the land and heritage assets, we have an 
ambition to build net zero thriving 
communities. 

 
In addition we are looking to reduce our 
carbon emissions across all business 
areas, and where we cannot reach 
carbon zero, offset through tree planting 
and biodiversity net gain



Tatton Group was set up by Henry Brooks, third generation Brooks family who own the Estate. Its purpose 
is to lead strategic and diversification projects and create new businesses on and for the Estate. He is 
passionate about placemaking and creating carbon zero thriving sustainable communities. 

 

Over the past few years Tatton has become recognised as a strong strategic voice regionally and nationally for the climate 
change and net zero agenda, building global partnerships to accelerate solutions to the global climate and nature crisis. 

 
Deputy MD, Annette McDonald is Chair of the Local Nature 
Partnership and a member of the Country Landowners 
Association National policy committee on the Environment, 
advising central government on the policy such as the 
Environment Bill. 

 
As a board member of the Sustainable, inclusive green 
growth commission,Tatton is working closely with all three 
Local Authorities and large landowners in the region, shaping 
the strategy to meet Cheshire and Warrington’s ambition to 
be the first carbon zero dairy region by 2050. 



 

 

As part of the emerging 25 year 

Estate Strategy we have identified 5 

areas where we will be working and 

investing to not only reach carbon 

zero for the Estate but to fulfil our 

role as a strategic stakeholder and 

custodian. 

 
 
 

Our 
Roadmap 

An ambitious 
programme to optimise 

our natural capital in 
response to the climate 

and nature crisis and 
the need to reach 

carbon zero. 
 
 
 
 

Addressing the Carbon 
footprint of our existing 

holdings 
 
 
 
 

Creating large scale multi 
stakeholder partnerships to 

deliver landscape scale 
projects, creating blue and 

green corridors for nature 
and leisure 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Carbon zero 
development and 
partnerships 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moving the dial on our 
existing trading 
businesses, reducing 
carbon footprint and 
improving sustainability 



 
 
 
 
 

Action 1 
AN AMBITIOUS PROGRAMME TO OPTIMISE OUR 

NATURAL CAPITAL IN RESPONSE TO THE CLIMATE AND 
NATURE 

CRISIS AND THE NEED TO REACH CARBON ZERO. 
 

Tatton Estate has completed a natural capital audit across its entire 
landholding. This is the baseline has highlighted where we can invest 
to optimise environmental net gain, improve water quality, sequester 

carbon within woodlands, hedgerows and soils, reduce inorganic 
fertiliser use, whilst maintaining productive capacity.  

 
All 1800 acres currently farmed directly by the Estate will be 

introducing wild flower margins, mixed crop rotations, winter cover 
crops and new mulching techniques. 



 
 
 

 

The best time to plant a tree was 20 

years ago, the second best time is 

today.     

Tatton completed their first carbon sequestering 
project in 2020 in partnership with EA technologies, 
and the Trees for Climate programme. This pilot 
project has evidenced that much higher carbon prices 
can be achieved where high quality projects can 
deliver a wide range of added value outputs beyond 
carbon. 

 
The project planted 13,000 trees on the estate which 
will sequester over 12000 tonnes of carbon over the 
next 20 years. We are now mapping further areas 
where hedgerows and trees can be planted to 
generate future carbon credits. 



  
 

Working with Natural England we have completed 
three wetland projects around Rostherne Mere, with the 
aim of slowing the flow from the incoming brooks. This 
will cause sediments from surrounding agricultural 
fields to be deposited behind the 24 leaky dams that 
have been built before entering the Mere to help 
improve water quality. 21 natural ponds have been 
created to help mitigate increasing flooding incidents 
and improve biodiversity. 

 
The work we have done has been filmed as part of the 
North’s Carbon Net Zero stories for COP26 and beyond. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Action 2 
 
 
 

 

CARBON ZERO DEVELOPMENT AND 
PARTNERSHIPS 

 
We have committed to seeking to challenge and deliver 

carbon zero projects in the future.  
We have applied this philosophy to both the new mixed 

use development at our already consented site at 
Knutsford – Bluebell Village, masterplanning at Bostock 
Green and at Tatton Service Ltd with our partners the 

Westmorland group. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tatton Services Ltd 
 
 
 

 

Tatton Services Ltd is a next generation 
motorway service area and hotel. 

 
It is setting a new bar for use of renewable 

energy, embodied carbon, innovative use of 
materials and the landscape design that delivers 

over 50% environment net gain. 

 
Full planning was submitted in March 2022 

www.tattonservices.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bostock Estate 
 
 

Working with the Local Authorities we are 
pioneering a new way of defining sustainable 

development. The village was the original 15 minute 
neighbourhood, the oldest model of sustainable 

urbanism in England.  

 

At Tatton we want to show that development can be 
sustainably located within an eco-system of smaller 
rural communities that surround larger settlements. 

 

 This ecosystem of smaller residential communities 
can sustain each other through jobs, services and 
housing, without compromising the identity and 
sustainability of existing towns, but drawing on 

them for additional services and facilities. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Action 3 
 

ADDRESSING THE CARBON FOOTPRINT OF OUR  
EXISTING HOLDINGS 

With over 400 residential and commercial properties, many are powered 
by oil fired boilers, the Estate are undergoing a carbon audit across all  

property and commercial operations, to develop an investment and 
delivery plan to retrofit existing buildings.  

We are working with Cheshire East Council, BroadOak properties and 
others to access the government’s HUG (Home Upgrade Grant) Scheme. 

This will enable the Estate to support low income families and access 
funding to install low carbon heating, internal insulation, and other 

sustainable products in the properties. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Action 4 
 

MOVING THE DIAL ON OUR EXISTING TRADING 
BUSINESSES,  

REDUCING CARBON FOOTPRINT AND IMPROVING SUSTAINABILITY 

We have committed to trialing a new IT sustainability platform Zellar 
within our weddings and events business to improve our sustainability, 

reduce energy consumption and become one of the first carbon zero 
wedding venues. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Action 5 
 

CREATING LARGE SCALE MULTI STAKEHOLDER 
PARTNERSHIPS  

CREATING BLUE AND GREEN CORRIDORS  
FOR PEOPLE AND NATURE 

 

Tatton has been working with partners across Manchester, Cheshire, 
Warrington, Trafford and Stockport to develop and deliver  

‘The Great North Way’  

 An ambitious project that seeks to create a 32 mile off road corridor 
along the Bollin Valley. 



 

  
 

 
The river valley presents a unique opportunity 

to create a continuous blue green corridor 

running from the Peak District, past 

Manchester airport and joining the Trans 

Pennine Way, addressing inequality of access 

to public spaces and creating new 

opportunities for people to connect with 

nature. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Cheshire East Council are proposing to 

support the Great North Way as a strategic 

sustainable transport route for our region 

The Great North 
Way 
Tatton Group were a key strategic partner, securing 
£100,000 from Natural England as part of Investment 
ready Fund, identifying natural capital opportunities 
along the Bollin as well as creating new innovative 
green financial investment funds. Working across 
the political borders and engaging cycling and 
community groups, Tatton have started a series of 
public engagement meetings to shape the future 
Great North Way multi-user trail. 

 
Cheshire East council have committed to a 
feasibility, engineering and costing study based on 
the public consultation. The proposal is to take the 
project to HS2 to give them the opportunity to help 
deliver and invest in a community led project to 
help mitigate the impact of the HS2 and NPR 
construction period. 



 
 
 

Kilimanjaro Project 

The climate crisis is a global 
challenge.  

Cheshire is one of the most productive dairy 
county in the UK. Combined with its enviable 
location and exceptional connectivity in the 

heartland of the UK, land values are very high. 

 As such the amount of productive land that will be 
made available for nature based solutions is finite. 

 Our ambition is to be able to multiply investments 
made in our region and reinvest in areas where 

land and ecosystems are equally fragile but have 
lower values.  

We are looking to support, with others , 
environmental restoration project such as the 

Kilimanjaro project, which aims to plant 10 million 
trees over the 7 years whilst developing new 
revenue streams for local communities and 
supporting over 6000 small holder farmers. 
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T a t t o n E s t a t e 
 
 

 
As a long-term custodian, maximising 
social, economic and environmental 
impact not just on the Estate, but wider, 
is the vision and heartbeat for Tatton 
Estate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


